
The  liability of leaky  water-pipes  to  act as land  drains 
ancl to receive foul n~a t t e r s  as well as land  drainage 
through their leaks is not to be overloolted. And  such 
leaky pipes running f u l l  of water  with  considerable 
velocity,  are  liable  to  receive,  by  lateral  insuction at  their 
points of leakage, external  matters  that  may be dangerous. 
T h i s  latter fact is  not recognisor1 so generally as It should 
be, and  ignorance of it has probably  bamed  many 
inquiries  in  cases  where  water  services have in  truth 
been  the  means of spreading  disease. 

If, unfortunatcly,  the  only  watcr which for a timc can IIC 
got  should be open to suspicion of tlangerous organic  impurity, 
i t  ought at least to I)e 1)oilcd Ido re  it is  uscd for  drinking, 
l)ut  then  not to I)c drtunl; Iatcr  than  twenty-four hours 
after i t  h a s  bcen I~oilcd.  Filtcring of thc  ordinary  kind 
cannot I)y itself I x  trusted to purify watcr. I t  cannot IJC too 
tlistinctly understood  that  dangerous  qualities of water arc 
not  obviated 11y thc  addition of winc or spirits. 

tlis(ri1)ution of tliseasc and of nlilk supplies,  the  clcanlincss of 
When  there appears any prolxhle relation  I)etwccn  the 

dairies, t h e  purity of thc water u s e d  in  them,  the  health o f  

cows that furnish n1ilk should  always IJe  carefully investigated. 
the persons emplopcd about thcnl, antl the  health  of  the 

i n  a particular out1)realt of disease, i t  is desirable  that  EngIish 
I h r  apart from any  apprehension of milk k i n g  coneernecl 

peoplc should  adopt  the  custom,  which is always followed i n  
sonle Continental  countries,  of  boiling all mill< at Once 111)on 
its reception into a house. 

especially of such as are densely  occupied, should be presse(I 
The washing and lime-\vhiting of uncleanly pren1ises, 

with a l l  practicablc  despatch. 

tliscasc has I)egun, the  sick room should, as far as possiIde, 
Overcrowding should be  prevented.  Especially  where 

be frcc from pcrsons who arc not of use to the  patient. 
Kniple  ventilation  should be enforced. It should I)c 

that  windows  arc  madc to opcn, and  that  thcy arc suflicicntly 
opened. Espccially  whcre  any  kind of infective fever has 
IJegun, it is csscntial, I)oth for patients  antl for pcrsons who 
arc al,out them, that  the sick room and the sick housc IJC 
constantly  trawrsetl by strcams of frcsh air. 

The clennliest tlomcstic hal~its should IIC cnjoinctl. 12cf11sc 
matter should be speedily removed or tlcstroyctl,  and  things 
which have  to IIC tlisinfcctcd or cleanscd  shoultl  always I)c 
disinlccted or clcansetl without  delay. 

Spccial  precautions of cleanliness antl tlisinfcction are 
ncccssary with regnrtl to infective matters tlischnrged f r o m  
thc Ilodics of Ihc sick.  Among tlischarges which i t  i s  p r o l w  
to treat  as infcctivc arc those which  COIIIC i n  cases o f  smnll- 
pox ant1 scarlatina from the affcctctl skin ; i n  cases of cholera 
antl  enteric fcvcr from the  intcstinal  canal ; in cases of tliph- 

cases of any cruptivc or o ~ h e r  cpitlcmic fever, the  general 
thcria and scarlatina fronl the nose antl throat ; liltswisc, i n  

cshalations of the  sick. Thc cautiun  which is ncccssnry 
with regard to such matters  most, of course,  cstcntl to 
\\hatever is iml)uetl  with them ; so that l)etltling,  clothing, 
towels, hantllmdliefs,  and  other  articles which hnve  Ixcn  in 
use by the  sick may not bccome sources of mischief either i n  
the housc to which thcy  I~elong or in houses to which they 
arc conveyed. So l a r  as articles of this class can I)e replacet1 
by rags or  things of small  value, i t  is best to use such things 
ant1 I)urn them when thcy are soiled. Otherwise  clothing 
ant1 infected articles  should I)e sul>jectetl to  thc  disinrcctant 
of the  sick room or I x  removed for disinfection 11y heat. 

In enteric fcver and  cholera  thc  evacuations shoultl 1)c 
rcgardetl as capable of comnlunicating  an  infectious  quality 
to any  night soil with  which  thcy are  minglctl i n  privies, 
drains, or cesspools ; and  after such disinfection o f  thcm as 
is practica1)lc they  should be disposed of without tlclny ancl 

They should not be thrown into any fsctl privy rccc~)tacIe, 
under thc safest conditions that  local circumstanccs  pcrmil. 
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